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About SiraView  
SiraView gives police officers straightforward access to a wide range of digital CCTV video.  

Developed in conjunction with the Metropolitan Police and the Home Office, it is specifically 

designed to make the task of viewing such video simple and accurate.  Although useful to video 

experts, SiraView is designed for police officers who need to use CCTV video for crime prevention 

and detection without becoming experts themselves ς it allows them to concentrate on their key 

tasks without the need to first understand the technology. 

SiraView is not a wrapper over the viewers provided by the CCTV manufacturers, so the user 

interface is not limited to the functionality of those viewers.  It gives precise control over the video 

position and displays ALL of the video information.  In particular: 

¶ It displays all video images in the files ς some viewers fail to show all the images present.  

¶ It displays the whole of the images ς some viewers crop the edges of the images.  

¶ It does not overwrite the images with text.  

¶ It does not drop frames when playing the video.  

¶ Provides the simultaneous playback of audio (only available in SiraView+) 

The functionality provided by SiraView is complementary to the services provided by police video 

laboratories.  It can give rapid access to collected video helping to ensuring that no video is missed.  

SiraView also enables the exporting of video frames as standard image files and the printing of 

images. 

 

Starting SiraView  
Start SiraView by double clicking on the desktop shortcut, or by going to :  

 

Start -> All Programs -> Sira Defence & Security -> SiraView  -> SiraView 
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Licensing  
If you are using a registered licensed version of SiraView it will start immediately and be ready to 

view video.  If your license is invalid, you will be prompted to either buy a new license or begin a free 

trial. The free trial mode lasts for 3 days and is designed to enable you to use SiraView as normal 

while you arrange a license renewal. Note that video convert/export is not available in free trial 

mode. 

 

When the free trial finishes, SiraView enters watermarked mode. Almost all functions of SiraView 

are available: images are marked with a watermark to indicate that you need to obtain a valid 

license as soon as possible, and the video convert/export option is also disabled.  
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Loading Video using the Open Video Wizard  
The Open Video Wizard can examine the contents of the CD/DVD (or other storage device, USB stick, 

hard disk etc.) looking for compatible video files. 

To start the wizard use the File -> Open video wizard menu option, or use the toolbar button. The 

wizard will prompt you to choose a location to search for video. 

 

The wizard will then build a list of all the files on the device and examine them for video contents.  

Any videos found will be displayed on the results page with a video icon. 

 

 
 
To play a video, Double-click on the video you wish to play, or select it and click the OK button. 
SiraView will then attempt to load the video. 
 
Note that in some circumstances the Wizard may identify video which SiraView cannot play. This is 
because the Wizard is optimistic about potential video files in order to avoid missing videos.  
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Loading Video  without using the Open Video Wizard  
If you know which file to choose to open the video, or if you know which decoder you wish to use to 

attempt to decode the video, you can use the traditional method of loading video instead of the 

Open Video Wizard. 

To open a file use the File -> 

Open video menu option, and 

select the appropriate file from 

the hard disk, USB device or 

CD/DVD. 

SiraView will attempt to 

automatically detect the format of the video files, 

but if you already know which format to use you can 

select the appropriate decoder from the list. 

{ƛǊŀ±ƛŜǿ ǎƘƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜŎƻŘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ 

open the video, and how far through the file it has 

got.  

 

During autodetect, SiraView tries to open the file with each of its decoders in turn. You can skip a 

particular decoder by clicking the skip button. 
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Single-channel or Multi -channel  
Digital CCTV footage usually contains views from multiple cameras. SiraView enables you to view a 

single camera in full-screen mode, or all cameras in multi-channel mode. 

Multi-channel mode shows a 4x4 grid of cameras at one time. If there are more than 16 cameras 

available in the video you can scroll down to see them all. 

You can switch between multi- and single-channel mode by using the 

toolbar buttons or by clicking on the video frame. 

In single-channel mode you can choose which camera to show by using the camera selection control 

  

 

 

Click on the image to switch between single camera and multi-camera view 

Tracks  
{ƻƳŜ ŘŜŎƻŘŜǊǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǘǊŀŎƪǎέ (e.g. Tecton Darlex). The exact definition of a track 

can vary from decoder to decoder, but in general a track can be thought of as a file within a file. 

When separate tracks are detected, the track selection control will be visible on the toolbar. 

Changing the selected track will return the current time to the start and switch back to multi-channel 

mode. 

Select which track to view

 

  

Camera selection Decoder selected Track selection 

Single camera All cameras 


